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Enjoying Ikebana
Special Visiting Professor Hiroko Kawai

Professor Kawai teaching at Japan House.
.
Prairie chapter hosted Special Visiting Professor Hiroko Kawai in
May. We enjoyed two days of workshops including shimputai rikka,
shoka sanshu-ike, and free style.

Kawai Sensei’s shimputai rikka

Gunji Sensei and Kawai Sensei pose
with Gunji Sensei’s Shimputai Rikka
in the tokonoma

Shimputai Rikka Participants Group Photo

Special Visiting
Professor Workshop
Student Ikebana
(Clockwise from left)

Rikka Shimputai Aurora Villacorta,
Betty Lankford, Virgie
Young, Jane Mangrum.
Shoka Sanshu-ike Kathleen Zanotti,
Joan Volkmann,
Freestyle –
Donna Gahwhiler
Sanshu-ike –
Tim Farber

Crabapple Love by Jeanne Holy
2010 may be the year of the tiger according to the
Chinese lunar calendar, but if Mother Nature has her
own calendar, surely it is the year of the crabapple. I
have several crabapple trees in my back garden and
one in the front. There is a cornucopia of apples on the
ground for all the bees and squirrels to feast on. Down
the street, some trees are so laden with apples that
from a distance they appear to be late October trees,
displaying their fall colors.
P racticing and teaching Ikenobo ikebana over the
years has given me access to a language that only your
eyes can hear and your heart understand. This year the
crabapple is serenading me with its siren song ~ I am
not pine nor plum nor bamboo ~ just a crabapple.
I am mesmerized by its beauty and humility, but mostly by its vigor and abundance. It is ALIVE. I know this
moment will not last so what’s an ikebana girl to do? Take the day and play with crabapple of course!
B ut times are tight and flowers are a luxury. All of my ikebana materials for the day were cut from my garden,
or those nearby (neighbors beware!) This time of year you may also have patio plants that are at season’s end.
Take good advantage, and use them for ikebana.
These two ikebana were inspired by the feeling I had
when I shot the cover photograph. I enjoyed the mass
and color of the cascading branches against the blue sky
in the naturalistic free style. The sanshu-ike is about the
autumn breeze and late afternoon sky.

Freestyle: crabapple, hibiscus, oleander, butterfly bush

shoka sanshu-ike: blue mist spirea, silver shadow
miscanthus, crabapple

A close up of the crabapple felt like happy hour, so I decided an
ikebana cocktail was in order! For a quick freestyle try adding
crabapples to a clear glass. They are beautiful under water and
practical for anchoring other
materials.

shimputai rikka(below): oleander, crabapple,
micanthus, ornamental onion, toad lily, pink
summersweet, chrysanthemum, variegated pine

freestyle: crabapple, oleander, micanthus,
lirope muscari, sweet flag

freestyle: Japanese anemone, crabapple, micanthus, sedum,
chrysanthemum

This back lit photo (left) gave me a feeling of being
underwater. My pet goldfish (above) appear to enjoy
swimming amongst the anemone and crabapple in their
underwater freestyle garden.

Summer Workshops
Jeanne Holy taught futakabu-ike (suiriku-ike) in June
and rikka shofutai in July. In September Kimiko
Gunji taught shoka shimputai.

Members get friendly in the kitchen for the
June futakabu-ike workshop.

Rikka Arrangements: left – top to bottom
Jeanne Holy, Megan McNitt, Judith Wetzel
Right – top to bottom
Anna Hulting, Jonell Comerford, Ann Chan

Gunji Sensei demonstrated Sanshu-ike
and Shimputai shoka using the same
materials (left)

Al Marx
Dolores Das

Aurora Villacorta
Liesel Hess Carp

Virgie Young
Michelle Farber

Illinois Prairie Chapter Fall 2010 Workshop Reservation Forms
All workshops will be held at Japan House and
floral materials will be provided. If you have some
material in your yard that you can donate for a
workshop please let us know. Also if you have
be or
prepared
questions, or need to leaves
borrowmust
a vase
kenzanfor the
so please
sign up iforyou can
contact Jeanneworkshop
Holy; phone
217-637-5221
email jholy@shout.net . Please return forms,
us know
checks and written correspondence to:
Illinois Prairie Chapter,
2303 Seaton Ct. Champaign, IL 61821-6623
drawing by Jeanne Holy

he workshop.

October 9th - Shoka Henka Kei
9:30 a.m. to noon
jodan, chudan, gedan nagashi
(RSVP by Oct. 5, 2010)
Name:____________________________
Member and first time Guests: ( ) $15
Non-members: ( )$25
You will need to bring a shoka style vase
and good kenzan. Floral materials provided.

November 13th Rikka Shimputai
9:00 – noon (note early start)
(RSVP by Nov. 9, 2010)
Name:______________________________
Members: ( ) $25

Non-members: ( )$35

You will need a Rikka vase, ashi kenzan, tape, wire,
and wire cutters. Floral Materials provided.

December 11th Freestyle 9:30 – noon
(RSVP by Dec. 7, 2010)
Name:___________________________
Member and first time Guests: ( ) $15
Non-members: ( )$25
You will need a container – your choice, and
may use tape, wire, etc. Bring a snack to share
and we will party in the kitchen after the
workshop. Floral Materials provided.

